Unique metabolic properties of Mycobacterium leprae.
My first contact with Dr. Dharmendra was through correspondence. While working for Ph.D., I wrote to him that a section in his book "Notes on Leprosy" was ambiguous. Instead of ignoring the letter, he replied, agreeing to clarify it in the revised edition. I went to work at Carville at the invitation of Dr. Kirchheimer, who had seen my Ph.D. thesis. Dr. Dharmendra visited Carville to receive the Damien-Dutton award and stayed there for a few days. Carville is an isolated place with no public transportation. I used to take him for afternoon drives to the countryside around Carville. He published some of our papers in Leprosy in India and later in Indian Journal of Leprosy. He was very prompt in acknowledging receipt of manuscripts and suggesting any changes to be made. He also reprinted in the Journal several of our papers published elsewhere, and also a lecture I gave at a meeting of the Japanese Leprosy Association. During one of my visits to India, Dr. M. C. Vaidya had arranged a talk by me at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi. At the invitation of Dr. Dharmendra, I visited him in his home. We used to exchange new year cards and letters. He wrote to me about his eye infection and consequent loss of sight in one eye. He asked me to write an editorial for an issue of Indian Journal of Leprosy (January 1989). The last time I met him was during the International Leprosy Congress held in New Delhi.